O.B.P.A. - POSITION STATEMENTS
O.B.P.A. Position Statement concerning – A.B.P.A. Position Statements;

The Ontario Backflow Prevention Association (O.B.P.A.) directly endorses all current position statements established and enacted by our “Parent” association, the American Backflow Prevention Association (A.B.P.A.).
We recognize that these statements were developed for the strengthening of continued health & safety of all safe drinking water consumers, everywhere. 

Furthermore, we also firmly support their ongoing efforts in educating water consumers, and safe dinking water practitioners everywhere, on the hazards of unprotected cross connections, and the vital importance of safe drinking water protection and maintenance.
O.B.P.A. Position Statement concerning – 

Premise Isolation “ONLY” versus Total Water Protection to Final Point-of-Use

In pursuit of our stated commitment and dedication to the ongoing protection of Ontario’s safe drinking water and consumers of that water, the Executive of the Ontario Backflow Prevention Association (O.B.P.A.) feels that a Position Statement regarding Premise Isolation (Containment Only) vs Total Water Protection is needed.
Let it be understood that we actively support that all Municipal water supplies, to all properties, be protected from contamination by the installation and maintenance of Premise Isolation to control the hazards of backflow from these properties. Also, we fully understand the risks inherent with unprotected premise cross connections such as these.
However, addressing and enforcing Premise Isolation alone does little to protect the health and safety of building occupants within. Furthermore, we understand that the Containment Only approach, although it addresses the Water Purveyor’s requirements under the Ontario Safe Drinking Water Act, 2002 (S.O. 2002, Chapter 32), it does not protect private water system owners from the effects of self-contamination.
Therefore, it is the position of the Ontario Backflow Prevention Association that we support the maintenance and quality of all safe drinking water in Ontario through Total Water Protection, from the “point-of-treatment” to the “final-point-of-use”, with detailed and efficient Cross Connection Control Programs, implementing and maintaining proper Premise, Area, Zone and Individual protection measures, including annual (or more frequent) backflow assembly testing as required, to ensure the ongoing and future protection of all safe drinking water consumers in the province.
ADOPTED and APPROVED this__30th__day of ____April____, 2008  
